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INTRODUCTION	  
 
When Canberrans go to the polls on 15 October to elect a new Legislative Assembly, the ballot paper for 
each of the five electorates in the ACT will present them with between 18 and 30 names. Five candidates 
are to be elected from each electorate, thus expanding the number of future MLA’s from 17 to 25.  
 
The voting paper will require that we rank at least our top 5 candidates and our vote will count for more if 
we can rank all of the candidates in our order of preference. 
 
As voters, most of us know very little about most of the candidates. The material we receive in the letterbox 
and on the how-to-vote cards, and even on the party websites is often trivial and insubstantial. 
 
In the past, we have left it to the political parties to decide who should represent us. The political parties are 
now somewhat on the nose and new ones seem to be forming every week. In a really healthy democracy it 
should be the voters, not the political parties who decide on who should be our representatives. To do that 
we need better information about the candidates. 
 
The recently formed Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD), after consultation with the 
three main parties has sent to all declared candidates, an invitation to provide us with a single page pro-
forma statement to place on our website.  The responses are being incorporated in a separate file for each 
electorate, which will be freely downloadable by voters. 
 
Each candidate has been invited to answer 3 questions, each in less than 200 words.  a) These are my 
principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  b) If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most 
important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be working on their behalf. 
c) If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to 
the electorate during my term in office. 
They are also being invited to endorse or modify the following   six point “Charter of Democratic 
Commitment.”  
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my 
work as an elected representative of the people of the ACT. 
  
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, 
gifts public and private in line with ACT electoral laws. 
  
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all 
times, and to uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
 
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative 
decisions. 
  
5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of 
the planet) ahead of personal interests. 
 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the 
people of the the ACT and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
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	  ELECTORAL	  BOUNDARIES	  IN	  ACT	  FOR	  2016	  
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1.	  LABOR	  PARTY	  CANDIDATES	  FOR	  KURRAJONG	  

Andrew	  Barr	  Labor	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

 http://www.actlabor.org.au/andrew_barr 

My name is Andrew Barr and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of Kurrajong  
 
I am endorsed to represent ACT Labor  
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I have been a member of the Legislative Assembly since April 2006 and have served in multiple ministerial portfolios 
including: Education and Training, Community Services, Housing, Treasury, Economic Development, Sport and 
Recreation, Tourism and Events, Workplace Safety, Children and Youth, Planning and Industrial Relations.  I was 
elected Chief Minister in December 2014. 
 
I graduated from the Australian National University in 1995 with a degree in public policy that included study in the 
following fields: economics, economic history, political science, philosophy, sociology and demography. 
 
I have lived in Canberra for forty years. 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 
I am committed to delivering a positive, progressive and forward-looking agenda that will shape our city for generations 
to come.  My focus will be on delivering world class health, education, municipal and community services.  Further 
information on ACT Labor’s platform and policies can be found here:  http://www.actlabor.org.au/ and my personal 
website is www.andrewbarr.com.au.  
 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
 
I use a range of platforms to engage with, consult and report to the electorate.  These include face to face meetings, 
telephone conversations, public speaking engagements, stakeholder roundtables, industry forums, community 
meetings, suburban mobile offices, email, letters, traditional print and electronic media interviews, monthly printed 
newsletters to households, fortnightly Chief Minister talkback on ABC radio, my personal website and multiple social 
media platforms including facebook, twitter, linked-in and instagram.   I will continue to use these, and other new 
platforms, to engage with and represent my constituents. 
 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them  and show any amendments in italics and underline them) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the people of the ACT. 
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public 
and private in line with ACT electoral laws. 
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) 
ahead of personal interests. 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of 
the the ACT and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 
Signed by Andrew Barr     18 September 2016 
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Leah	  Dwyer	  Labor	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  
	  

  http://www.actlabor.org.au/leah_dwyer 
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Joshua	  Ceramidis	  Labor	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  	  
	  

 http://www.actlabor.org.au/joshua_ceramidas 
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Richard	  Niven	  Labor	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

 http://www.actlabor.org.au/richard_niven 

My name is Richard Niven and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
Kurrajong   I am endorsed to represent the ALP 
  
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I have wide ranging work and life experience that would make me a strong and responsive member of the Assembly.  I have nearly thirty years of 
experience in the Australian Public Service, including over ten years as a Manager.  I am familiar with the operations of Government from policy, 
program and administrative perspectives. I have an Arts (Hons) degree in Human and Economic Geography and a Masters of Industry Policy. 
 
I have a strong record as an effective negotiator with external stakeholders ranging from large multinational corporations to small businesses and 
have also worked with other levels of government and scientific institutions.  Amongst other skills relevant to being a parliamentarian I can distinguish 
between the expertise and useful advice interest groups and corporations can bring, and their self interest.  
 
At a community level I have been actively involved with the schooling of my three daughters including a couple of years as a high school P&C 
president.  I have a long term involvement with Canberra musical theatre including many years on the committee of a Canberra theatre group, so I 
am experienced and aware of the challenges facing community groups in Canberra, particular in regards to funding and activity space. 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 
I share the interest of other Labor candidates and ACT Labor in strong health and education systems and social justice. Health, Education, Justice 
and Housing and Community Services make up more than three quarters of the ACT budget and are fundamental to our community. 
 
Canberra is changing from a big town to a small city and we need to find a cooperative way to address the challenges this brings both in the built 
environment and socially. I want to help generate the fresh ideas for the National Capital that our highly educated Canberra community is capable of 
producing.  I would pursue this by encouraging discussion and allowing the community to have ownership of change.  Part of this is deciding what 
makes Canberra what is it is, and encouraging all people and groups in our city to engage in respectful dialogue and work together. 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
 
People usually seem to respond best to face to face contact so If elected I would look at ways of engaging with local communities to collect their 
ideas on what they want to improve.  The current Government already has a number of initiatives that have been issued for consultation ranging from 
replacing the Yarralumla fitness stations to the future of live entertainment.  They have also consulted widely on master plans for major shopping 
precincts. I think we can build on this, including talking to community groups about the future of older smaller shopping centres and special interest 
zones such as West Deakin, rather than waiting for someone to bring forward piecemeal development proposals and then reacting to them. 
 
Aside from Canberra’s physical environment I want to ensure people can stay connected including through interests including sport, music, theatre 
and the arts.  Most importantly we need to continue to look at new ways to assist the socially marginalised. As a candidate I have found that the ACT 
Labor Government is doing a lot more than I realised, but I still meet people who fall between the cracks. We need to find better ways to engage with 
these people and those who work with them so they can more easily access the assistance that is available. 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them and show any amendments in italics and underline them) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an elected 
representative of the people of the ACT. 
  
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public and private 
in line with ACT electoral laws.* (delete all – happy to meet the legal requirements but I have numerous small donors who do 
not want their names published as they are public servants or have other roles or allegiances.) 
  
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to uphold the 
Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
 
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
  
5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) ahead of 
personal interests. 
 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of the ACT and 
the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
Signed_by Richard Niven 11 September 2016                                          
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Rachel	  Stephen-‐Smith	  Labor	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

 http://www.rachelstephensmith.org 

 

  
 

Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD) 
www.canberra-alliance.org.au  

	
Candidate Statement 

 
My name is Rachel Stephen-Smith and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
Kurrajong. I am endorsed to represent the ACT Labor Party.  
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I grew up in Canberra and it’s my home. I’m running to represent the “heart of Canberra” as a strong, progressive woman with the experience to 
make a real difference in the Assembly from day one. Over the past 20 years, I’ve been a health consumers' policy advocate, senior public servant, 
diplomat, chief of staff and horse riding coach for children with disabilities. Having worked in government and the community sector, I’ve been on 
both sides of the table, and I’ve seen good decision-making and bad decision-making; good community engagement and not-so-great.  
 
I’ve seen what getting it wrong can mean for those who rely on governments to protect them and to open the doors of opportunity. Living in 
Washington DC, I got to know a capital city divided by inequality. I never want to see that here. If I’m elected to represent the people of Kurrajong, I’ll 
work every day to build a stronger, fairer Canberra. 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 
I’m proud to have been educated in Canberra’s great public school system. Public education is vital to ensuring everyone can have access to an 
excellent education, regardless of their background. Public schools also foster social inclusion by bringing people together and building tolerance and 
understanding. If I’m elected, I’ll always argue for well-funded schools and a strong vocational education system. 
 
Critical social policy issues such as health, justice, disability, community services and housing all come together at the Territory level. Housing is key 
– without a secure, appropriate, affordable home, everything else becomes so much harder. I’m keen to find new ways to ensure our planning and 
development system supports more affordable housing and creates inclusive spaces that reflect the way people want to live. 
 
I believe our community is stronger when we all participate. Many people have talked with me about the barriers still faced by people with disabilities 
in our community. If I’m elected, I’ll work to make Canberra the most accessible and inclusive city we can be for older people and people with 
disabilities. It’s a matter of social justice, but it’s also clear that a city that works better for people with disabilities works better for everyone. 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
 
My experience means I know how to listen to people and get things done. I’ve had hundreds of conversations with Canberrans this year, and I’ve 
answered their questions, explored their ideas and helped them in practical ways to navigate the system. If I’m elected, these conversations will 
continue – at mobile offices, on the phone and at people’s homes. 
 
Over recent months, I’ve also had some great discussions about how governments can work better with the communities they serve in more 
structured ways, so that together we can build an even more vibrant, sustainable and inclusive city. The ACT Labor Government has already made it 
easier for people to engage in consultations through a range of online tools, particularly the Your Say website. The next challenge is how we bring 
expertise to bear, while also ensuring we hear from younger people and families who are time poor. 
 
Canberra boasts serious expertise in participatory democracy, and I’m keen to see the next Labor Government use a range of consultation 
mechanisms – from “kitchen table” conversations to citizens’ juries – to complement successful models like the community panel that was 
established for the Canberra Brickworks Precinct and is proposed for the Manuka Oval master plan. 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the people of the ACT. 
  
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public 
and private in line with ACT electoral laws.* 
  
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
 
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
  
5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) 
ahead of personal interests. 
 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of 
the ACT and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 
Signed:                                           Date: 11 September 2016 
 
 
*See Section 14 ACT Electoral Act. 
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2.	  LIBERAL	  DEMOCRAT	  PARTY	  CANDIDATES	  FOR	  KURRAJONG	  

Mark Ellis Liberal Democrat Party Candidate for Kurrajong (CS) 

  http://myinforms.com/en-au/a/41899988-act-election-2016-candidates-for-kurrajong-seat-in-
canberras-inner-north-south/ 
 
My name is Mark Ellis and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
 Kurrajong I am endorsed to represent Liberal Democratic Party  
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I have lived in Kurrajong for about 25 years.  I am a Computer Engineer who has spent much of my career working with 
government and seen waste and mismanagement at many levels that can be improved.  I spent years working at 
Country Energy and have a really good understanding of electrical power related issues and clean energy.  Most 
politicians make a mess of engineering issues (look at the NBN).I worked in Stockbroking for 11 years and have been 
a successful investor.  I have a good understanding of business and finance. 
 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 
We are a Libertarian party and believe in small government.  We support same sex marriage, legalization of hemp for 
recreational purposes, decriminalization of other drugs in small quantities for personal use, we are pro-choice with 
women’s reproductive rights, support voluntary euthanasia for the terminally ill, freedom of speech, religion and 
association, and believe it is people’s choice about gamboling and smoking.  We support criminal justice reform and 
believe effective rehabilitation is a more effective way to reduce crime than harsh retribution. We also believe it is very 
important for the ACT to live within its means.  If we have balance of power we will freeze rates for 4 years.We also 
have to reduce the excessive spending so we don’t leave the next generation a legacy of debt. 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. ie. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
 
I will always be accessible to people.  I will personally answer all correspondence rather than just leave it up to staffers. 
I will make significant time available to see members of the public, even when the topic that want to talk about may be 
uncomfortable for me. 
 
We will have a newsletter containing regular updates that you will be able to subscribe to on the ACT-LDP.org.au web 
site.I will maintain a Facebook site for those who want to engage via that medium. 
I will accept as many invitations to public meetings as possible to engage with community groups.Most of all I will 
always tell the truth, even when it is a difficult truth.  No spin or weasel words, just truth. 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them  and show any amendments in italics and underline them) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the people of the ACT. 
 2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public 
and private in line with ACT electoral laws.*  We don’t exclude any donors but donations won’t change our values. 
 3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
 5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) 
ahead of personal interests. 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of 
the ACT and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 

Signed                                      Date  30 Sep 2016 
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Michael O’Rourke Liberal Democrat Party Candidate for Kurrajong 

 http://act-ldp.org.au 
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Hugh Upton Liberal Democrat Party Candidate for Kurrajong 
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3.GREENS	  PARTY	  CANDIDATES	  FOR	  KURRAJONG 
Shane	  Rattenbury	  MLA	  Greens	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  	  

	  http://www.actgreens.org.au/shane-rattenbury-for-kurrajong 

My	  name	  is	  Shane	  Rattenbury	  and	  I	  am	  a	  candidate	  for	  the	  ACT	  Legislative	  Assembly	  in	  the	  electorate	  of	  Kurrajong.	  
I	  am	  endorsed	  to	  represent	  the	  ACT	  Greens	  
	  	  
These	  are	  my	  principal	  qualifications	  for	  being	  a	  parliamentarian.	  	  
	  In	  two	  terms	  as	  an	  MLA	  I	  have	  always	  put	  the	  community	  first	  and	  done	  my	  best	  to	  represent	  the	  people	  of	  Canberra,	  and	  listen	  to	  their	  ideas	  and	  concerns.	  
	  But	  it	  hasn’t	  always	  been	  easy	  being	  the	  only	  Green	  in	  the	  Assembly!	  I	  was	  the	  only	  MLA	  to	  stand	  up	  against	  the	  Liberal	  and	  Labor	  parties	  when	  they	  tore	  down	  
the	  ACT’s	   political	   donation	   laws,	   and	   I	   believe	   it	   is	   the	  Greens	  who	   really	   put	   the	   interests	   of	   the	   community	   ahead	   of	   corporate	   interests,	   developers	   and	  
pokies.	  	  	  I	  am	  proud	  to	  have	  been	  part	  of	  the	  efforts	  to	  adopt	  world-‐leading	  clean	  energy	  targets	  in	  the	  ACT,	  to	  reduce	  homelessness	  through	  building	  Common	  
Ground,	  and	  get	  a	  good	  outcome	  on	   the	  proposed	  Telopea/MOCCA	   land	  swap.	   I	  have	  championed	   transparency	  and	  openness	   in	  government.	  The	  Assembly	  
recently	  adopted	  the	  Greens’	  new	  Freedom	  of	  Information	  laws.	  Our	  laws	  are	  now	  amongst	  the	  best	  in	  the	  country,	  and	  provide	  a	  “push”	  model	  to	  proactively	  
makes	  government	  information	  available	  to	  the	  community.	  And	  I	  will	  continue	  to	  be	  motivated	  by	  the	  idea	  that	  as	  leaders	  today,	  we	  should	  be	  striving	  to	  build	  a	  
city	  our	  children	  will	  thanks	  us	  for.	  
	  	  
If	  elected,	  these	  are	  the	  issues	  that	  I	  see	  as	  the	  most	  important	  for	  the	  long-‐term	  benefit	  of	  all	  my	  constituents	  and	  towards	  which	  I	  will	  be	  
working	  on	  their	  behalf	  
	  The	  decisions	  our	  government	  makes	  now	  will	  shape	  the	  future	  of	  our	  city.	  We	  must	  act	  now	  to	  prepare	  for	  the	   long-‐term	  challenges	  of	  global	  warming,	  our	  
growing	  city	  and	  Canberra’s	  rising	  inequality.	  	  	  That	  is	  why	  I	  am	  committed	  to	  ensuring	  that	  everyone	  in	  our	  city	  has	  access	  to	  good	  quality	  public	  transport,	  by	  
extending	   light	  rail	  across	  Canberra,	   investing	   in	  our	  buses,	  and	  upgrading	  our	  cycling	  and	  walking	   infrastructure.	  That’s	  why	  the	  Greens	  will	   tackle	  Canberra’s	  
hidden	  poverty	  by	  making	  housing	  more	  affordable.	  And,	  it’s	  why	  we	  will	  take	  real	  action	  on	  global	  warming	  and	  invest	  in	  clean	  energy	  jobs	  and	  industries.	  
	  I	  want	  the	  community	  to	  have	  confidence	  in	  our	  democracy,	  which	  is	  why	  I	  want	  to	  ban	  donations	  from	  developers	  and	  establish	  an	  ACT	  ICAC.	  I	  want	  a	  health	  
system	  that	  puts	  a	  strong	  focus	  on	  prevention,	  as	  well	  as	  being	  excellent	  when	  it	  is	  an	  emergency.	  And	  as	  Education	  Minister,	  I	  see	  two	  really	  important	  roles	  for	  
our	  schools	  -‐	  to	  promote	  excellence,	  and	  to	  help	  reduce	  inequality.	  The	  Greens	  are	  the	  party	  of	  the	  people,	  the	  environment	  and	  the	  future	  of	  our	  city.	  We	  will	  
always	  stand	  up	  for	  the	  community	  and	  for	  future	  generations.	  
	  	  
If	  elected,	  this	  is	  how	  I	  plan	  to	  represent	  my	  constituents.	  I.e.	  how	  I	  will	  engage	  with,	  consult	  and	  report	  to	  the	  electorate	  during	  my	  term	  in	  office.	  	  
	  There	   is	   no	   point	   in	   having	   community	   consultations	   where	   the	   outcomes	   have	   already	   been	   decided	   by	   government,	   or	   where	   there	   is	   no	   meaningful	  
opportunity	  for	  the	  community’s	  voice	  to	  be	  heard.	  I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  more	  effort	  put	  in	  at	  the	  start	  of	  processes	  to	  ask	  the	  community	  what	  they	  actually	  want,	  
so	  that	  ideas	  and	  proposals	  reflect	  community	  aspirations.	  
If	  elected	  I	  will	  be	  pushing	  for	  more	  community	  involvement	  in	  Government	  decision	  making,	  and	  the	  use	  of	  deliberative	  democracy	  mechanisms	  in	  the	  budget	  
process	  and	  at	  at	  specific	  decision-‐making	  points.	  There	  is	  plenty	  of	  experience	  and	  lots	  of	  good	  ideas	  in	  our	  community,	  and	  government	  decisions	  are	  better	  
when	  they	  reflect	  this	  local	  knowledge.	  I	  will	  continue	  to	  actively	  engage	  with	  the	  community	  by	  regularly	  making	  myself	  available	  to	  meet	  with	  constituents	  in	  
their	  community,	  attending	  community	  events,	  being	  responsive	  to	  people’s	  concerns,	  and	  by	  representing	  their	  needs	  in	  the	  Assembly.	  
	  
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them and show any amendments in italics and underline them)  

1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an elected 
representative of the people of the ACT.  

2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public and private in 
line with ACT electoral laws.*  

3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to uphold the 
Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  

4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions.  

5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) ahead of 
personal interests.  

6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of the the ACT 
and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative.  

 

 

!
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Rebecca	  Vasarotti	  Greens	  candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

	  http://www.actgreens.org.au/shane-rattenbury-‐for-‐kurrajong	  

My name is Rebecca Vassarotti and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  

Kurrajong. I am endorsed to represent the ACT Greens  

These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  I have spent much of my working life working in the community sector, 
working to affect social change and reduce poverty and inequality. This came after ten years of working in the ACT public service. After many years 
of trying to influence political decision makers, I realized it was time to stand up and get involved in politics. We need people with diverse 
experiences and connection to the community to be part of the political discourse. We need people in politics that are experienced and committed to 
putting the community first. My background has included leadership of not-for-profit organisations – big and small, running my own business, board 
directorships, contributing as a community member to local tribunals and thought leadership, policy development and advocacy around some of our 
most ‘wicked problems’ including violence against women, homelessness, gambling harm, poverty and social exclusion. My family and I have lived, 
worked and played here all our lives. I understand this community, I am connected to it and committed to making this the best place to live – for all 
our citizens whether they be well off or not, young or old.  

If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  

We need to make this community more accessible and supportive – ensuring the built environment, health, education and community systems 
support everyone to reach their potential and have meaningful lives. In this, a particular priority is homelessness and affordable housing, given the 
ACT has the second highest rate of homelessness in Australia. We need to create new housing options, invest in community and public housing and 
ensure young people are able to enter the housing market. We need to ensure that decision making is informed by the community, and the lived 
experience of people for whom decisions are being made. We need to have confidence in the integrity of our decision making processes. We need to 
ensure that we look forward and create a community that works for us as we age, and creates opportunities for our children and grandchildren. We 
need to protect our environment – ensuring that the bush capital retains its beauty and ecology, and we invest in renewal energy technologies that 
will also stimulate our economy. We need to create an economy that is sustainable, diverse and creates opportunities for all our citizens to contribute 
and be part of the social, cultural and economic life of our community.  

If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  

One of the things I love most about ACT politics is the closeness between politicians and the community. This is a strength not a hindrance, and 
something to be nurtured and celebrated. I commit to being accessible and to listen openly to the citizens of Canberra and work for them, rather than 
vested interests. I commit to engaging with the evidence and supporting consultation processes that are community led and harness the experience 
and expertise that local communities bring to decision making processes. I recognize that often there are a variety of views across the community 
and there is a need to balance different perspectives. I commit to balancing these competing views in a way that is values led, informed by the 
community, evidence based and transparent. I commit to being responsive, and communicating in a manner that is respectful and recognizes that 
communication is a two way dialogue. As someone who is deeply connected and embedded within my community, I plan to continue this community 
connection and continue to learn and be inspired by the many people who are working every day to make Canberra a better place.  

I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them and show any amendments in italics and underline them)  

1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an elected representative of the 
people of the ACT.  

2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public and private in line with ACT 
electoral laws.*  

3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to uphold the Australian value of 
“a fair go for all”.  

4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions.  

5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) ahead of personal interests.  

6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of the the ACT and the ACT 
Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative.  

Signed 6 September 2016   

!
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Jill	  Thomsen	  Greens	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  	  
	  

	  http://www.actgreens.org.au/shane-rattenbury-‐for-‐kurrajong	  

	  

	  

!
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4.	  LIKE	  CANBERRA	  PARTY	  CANDIDATES	  FOR	  KURRAJONG	  

Maryann	  Mussared	  Like	  Canberra	  candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  
	  

  http://www.likecanberra.com/maryann_mussared 

 

!
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Chris	  Bucknell	  Like	  Canberra	  candidate	  	  for	  Kurrajong	  
	  

	  http://www.likecanberra.com/chris_bucknell 

 

 

!
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5.	  LIBERAL	  PARTY	  CANDIDATES	  FOR	  KURRAJONG	  	  

Candice	  Burch	  Liberal	  Party	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

 http://canberraliberals.org.au/our-people/burch/ 
 
My name is Candice Burch and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
Kurrajong. I am endorsed to represent the Liberal Party.  
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I have a Bachelor of Economics/Arts, and am currently completing a Master of Business Administration. I’ve worked in the public service for the past 
five years, and am currently at the Commonwealth Department of Finance.  
 
Having lived, worked and studied in the Inner North and South for a decade, I care deeply about the center of Canberra. I am running for the ACT 
Assembly because I want to return the focus of the ACT Government back to the job it’s supposed to do. 
 
As a Budget officer in the Department of Finance, I’m passionate about ensuring government decisions are based on evidence and implemented 
properly. Unfortunately, under this Greens-Labor Government, this has often not been the case. In recent years, we’ve seen rates and the cost of 
living going up and up, while many services are getting worse and worse. Whether it is road maintenance, footpaths, or grass mowing, there are so 
many basic services that local government should be focused on delivering, and doing so well.  
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
I am determined to do all I can to return the focus of government back to the things that really matter to Canberrans – essential services. After more 
than 15 years of inefficient government, we have seen huge increases in rates, fees, and charges. However, we’re not seeing sufficient value for this 
money.  
If elected, my key priorities will be: 

• Stopping the $14 billion tram, so that we can afford to invest properly in priority areas of healthcare and education; 
• Fixing our health system by expanding the Canberra Hospital and building new hospitals in Gungahlin and Tuggeranong; 
• Addressing cost of living pressures by making rates fairer; 
• Supporting our schools with funding for new infrastructure and capital upgrades, as well as additional support for children with disabilities, 

and enhancing safety at our schools by rolling out flashing lights in all school zones.  
• Ensuring genuine consultation takes place on development proposals in our community; 
• Improving essential services including local roads, footpaths, public parking and urban maintenance. 
• Investing in public transport for all Canberrans by enhancing our bus network so that it is frequent, safe, convenient and reliable, with 

faster and shorter journeys for everyone.  
 
If elected, here is how I plan to ensure that I am representing the interests of my constituents  
 
I’ll be speaking to constituents everyday to understand and act on their concerns. The Canberra Liberals have a strong tradition of working directly 
with constituents and communities to achieve outcomes and I intend to continue that. Ongoing community consultation is the key to ensure that we 
are addressing local issues and concerns and delivering real outcomes for constituents.  
 
I will abide by the following principles consistent with the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are 
uncomfortable with the wording in any these statements  please amend them  and show any amendments in italics and underline them,) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an elected representative of the 
Australian people. 
  
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of political funding donations, contributions, gifts, public and private in line with legal 
requirements. 
  
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to uphold the Australian value of 
“a fair go for all”.  
 
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions, as appropriate and practical. This 
should include better use of new technology. 
  
5. I will place the public interest ahead of personal interests. 
  
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of the ACT and the Legislative 
Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 
Signed by Candice Burch 13  September 2016 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Brooke	  	  Curtin	  	  Liberal	  Party	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  
 

 http://canberraliberals.org.au/our-people/curtin/ 
Brooke Curtin, “Curtin like the suburb” is my name and I am a Liberal party candidate for Kurrajong. 

 These are my qualifications for becoming an MLA 

I am 41 and would like to bring more than two decades of working experience from my business career, my military service, my public sectors 
roles and being a working mum into the Legislative Assembly. From my 12 years of military service as Australia’s equal first woman to be 
qualified on military fast jet aircraft I would like to bring integrity, transparency, accountability and leadership into the Assembly.    

My business experience comes from Rio Tinto and as a consultant with the Boston Consulting Group working at Qantas and the Commonwealth 
Bank.  My experience ranges from large scale business improvement and service delivery, large scale community engagement capability 
development. infrastructure investment and mergers and acquisitions projects. 

My public sector experience includes advising the Minister for Defence on aviation, procurement and large scale departmental change matters.  As 
a senior executive Manger at the Civil Aviation Safety Authority I was leading the regulation development for flight operations. 

As a working mother I am connected with the cost of running a household and daily interaction with our education and health services as well as 
our local amenities.  I am an active member of my local tennis club and have been on the Secretary of tennis club committee and am involved with 
my children’s sport. 

I have studied at university at UNSW Canberra, an MBA in Sydney and London and have completed the Australian Institute of Company Directors 
Course. 

If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important to serve the community.  

• Fixing the health system that will be delivered in my first term in government starting with a hospital expansion at the Canberra Hospital.  
There will be more jobs for nurses, doctors and support staff. 

• Stopping the tram to save Canberra from an expensive white elephant. 
•  Fair rates by stopping Labor’s trebling of rates. 
• Improving local amenities starting with suburban parking matters, footpaths, street lights and playgrounds. 

If elected, here is how I plan to ensure that I am representing the interests of my constituents. 

I will be on the foot path and in the community everyday.  My campaign has involved extensive door knocking so that I can engage with the 
community and listen to what is important for them.  I am confidently able to represent and fight for my constituents because I am connected with 
what is important to them. 

I will abide by the following principles consistent with the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as 
follows:  

1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the Australian people. 

2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of political funding donations, contributions, gifts, public 
and private in line with legal requirements. 

3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”. 

4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions, as 
appropriate and practical. This should include better use of new technology. 

5. I will place the public interest ahead of personal interests. 

6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of 
the ACT and the Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representativ 

Signed by Brooke Curtin on 11th September 2016  
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Steve	  Doszpot	  Liberal	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong.	  
 
 

  http://canberraliberals.org.au/our-people/doszpot/ 
 
 
 
 



Authorised by Prof Bob Douglas on behalf of Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy 21	  

Elizabeth	  Lee	  	  Liberal	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

  http://canberraliberals.org.au/our-people/lee/ 
My name is Elizabeth Lee and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of Kurrajong. 
I am endorsed to represent the Liberal Party.  
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I am blessed with good health, a supportive family and have had access to world class education which have given me the opportunities to: 
• advocate for and represent a section of our community in my capacity as Vice President of the ACT Law Society; 
• assist the vulnerable members of our community through my volunteer work with Legal Advice Bureau (ACT Law Society) and Legal Aid (ANU 

Legal Workshop); 
• gain the professional experience and network as a commercial litigation lawyer; 
• teach the future lawyers of tomorrow as a law lecturer; and 
• share my passion for health and fitness as a group fitness instructor. 
These experiences have given me the unique skills and values to represent the people of Kurrajong in the ACT Legislative Assembly. I have lived in 
Canberra for the past 18 years and have studied, played and lived here my entire adult life.  I love Canberra - its people, its character and its heart 
and I know I am the right person to be an elected representative. 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 
Fixing our health system: Canberrans deserve a world class health system and I am proud to be a member of the Party that is committed to 
providing this for all Canberrans. Our recent health policy announcements are thoroughly researched and have received the full backing of the 
medical profession. We will invest $400m on a hospital expansion with more beds, more staff and cutting edge technology at The Canberra Hospital. 
Stopping the tram: the Canberra Liberals have announced a comprehensive public transport policy that benefits all Canberrans, not a select few. Our 
proposal to expand our existing bus network including 6 additional rapid bus routes has been given support by independent experts on the right 
solution for Canberra. We will stop the tram that has been criticised by the Auditor-General and independent experts as bad policy - for public 
transport, for accountability and for the cost. 
Stop unfair increases in cost of living: through putting a halt on unfair increases on rates, fees and charges and taking responsibility for public 
spending. We believe that Canberrans deserve the best local services and amenities that they work hard for. 
Improve local amenities: we will get back to delivering the basics - looking after our green space, taking care of the character of our city - natural and 
man-made and ensure that we create a capital city that all Canberrans (and all Australians) can be proud of. 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
 
First, by being fair, ethical and conscientious in serving the people of Kurrajong. I will put the needs of my constituents first by upholding the highest 
of ethical standards as an elected representative, acknowledging the privilege and responsibility of such a position. 
Second, by being a good, effective communicator. As a lawyer, I see myself as a professional communicator. I will remain in regular contact with my 
constituents through a variety of means to connect with as many and diverse members of the community as possible - face-to-face mobile offices, 
letters, email, social media, community forums, etc. 
Third, living up to promises. I will also do my very best to deliver, to the best of my capacity, on any reasonable request made of me by my 
constituents. I can only do this by being open-minded and listening to all members of the community. 
The Canberra Liberals have a strong tradition of working directly with constituents and I intend to continue that. 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them  and show any amendments in italics and underline them) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the Australian people. 
 2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public 
and private in line with legal requirements. 
 3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions, as 
appropriate and practical. This should include better use of new technology. 
5. I will place the public interest ahead of personal interests. 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of 
the the ACT and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 
Signed by Elizabeth Lee on 8th September 2016 
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Peter	  McKay	  	  Liberal	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong.	  
 

  http://canberraliberals.org.au/our-people/mckay/ 
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6. CANBERRA COMMUNITY VOTERS PARTY CANDIDATES IN KURRAJONG 

Richard	  Farmer	  Canberra	  Community	  Voters	  Party	  Candidate	  	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

 http://canberracommunityvoters.com 
 
 
My name is Richard Farmer and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of Kurrajong 
 
I am endorsed to represent Canberra Community Voters  
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I have lived most of my last 50 years in Canberra having been born in Adelaide and brought up in Tasmania. I began my working career in 
journalism with the ABC and the Launceston Examiner. Since then I have worked for nearly every major newspaper in Australia and for a 
number of major international papers and magazines, including the London Financial Times and the Economist. 
 
I managed three successful federal Labor Party campaigns, after one of which the Sydney Morning Herald described me as “the architect 
of victory. I also directed and managed successful campaigns for independent candidates over several terms in the ACT Assembly. 
I established and managed a number of notable and innovative business operations in Canberra and throughout Australia, including 
setting up one of Canberra’s first BYO restaurants in Kingston that achieved some fame as a political ‘salon’ during the years of the 
Whitlam government. I was a partner in the famous ‘Charlies’ and ‘Nobbs’ restaurants and with my brother David established the Farmer 
Brothers Wine Stores, first in Canberra and then in Sydney and Melbourne including a huge mail order business. 
In later years I have been a lobbyist and a fish sausage maker. 
 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 
I will follow the key policies of Canberra Community Voters which are: 
 
• We want our ACT government to make fully planned evidence-based decisions. 
 
• We want an open and transparent ACT government, able to make decisions only after proper community consultation 
 
• We want an effective freedom of information policy. 
 
• We want an anti-corruption and pro-integrity commission. 
 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
 
 
I will have a website that will be updated weekly showing all diary entries including details of all meetings and contacts that have a 
political component 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows:  
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the people of the ACT. 
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public 
and private in line with ACT electoral laws. 
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
 5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) 
ahead of personal interests. 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of 
the ACT and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 
Signed by Richard Farmer 11 October 2016 
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Mike Hettinger Canberra Community Voters Party Candidate  for Kurrajong 
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Lucinda Spier Canberra Community Voters Party Candidate for Kurrajong (CS) 
 

 http://canberracommunityvoters.com/candidates/news/politics/2016/09/24/lucinda-spier.html 
 
My name is Lucinda Spier and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  Kurrajong 
 
I am endorsed to represent Canberra Community Voters  
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian. (No more than 200 words – in 8pt Arial font) 
 
I have lived in Canberra since 1974 . 
 
I have tertiary qualifications in Languages and Law. 
 
I have worked in the public service and private sector and am now part of a small legal firm with my husband. 
 
I formed the Canberra Rates Assn in 1994 to lobby on behalf of ratepayers, 
 
I raised three children here and have grandchildren here, 
 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 
Full and open transparency in Government, an ICAC type body, strict controls on political donations, political advertising to be subject to the ACL.All 
senior Government jobs to be advertised and assessed by independent committee 
 
Rates to be frozen for two years and then increases limited to CPI. Concessions for long terms older ratepayers. 
 
Eliminate housing waiting list. 
 
Eliminate losses on the busses. 
 
Limit increase in water prices. 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
 
Have an office in the electorate 
Regular reports to the electorate 
Become a real local member handling constituent issues .Open door to constituents. 
No overseas trips funded by ACT taxpayers. 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them  and show any amendments in italics and underline them) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the people of the ACT. 
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public 
and private in line with ACT electoral laws.* 
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of “a fair go for all”.  
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) 
ahead of personal interests. 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of 
the ACT and the ACT Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 
 
Signed by Lucinda Spier 29 Sept. 2016 
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7. SUSTAINABLE AUSTRALIA PARTY CANDIDATES FOR KURRAJONG 

John	  Haydon	  Sustainable	  Australia	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

http://www.votesustainable.org.au/candidates/ 

My name is John Haydon and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
Kurrajong. As president of the party, this statement covers all 10 of our candidates. 
I am endorsed to represent SUSTAINABLE AUSTRALI A (ACT)  
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian. (No more than 200 words – in 8pt Arial font) 
 
Please see background of all 10 candidates here: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/candidates/ 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents 
and towards which I will be working on their behalf. (no more than 200 words – in 8 pt Arial font) 
 
Established in 2010 from the political centre, Sustainable Australia is aims to secure an economically, environmentally 
and socially sustainable Australia. 
 
In the 2016 ACT election our focus is to: 
1. Save Canberra from overdevelopment - We will provide for proper community consultation in all development 

applications across the ACT. 
2. Lower rates - By slowing population growth*, we relieve the ACT of the need to build and/or retro-fit so much 

budget-breaking complex infrastructure - like ever more trams, hospitals and schools. This budget relief will 
achieve lower rates than would otherwise be the case. 

3. Protect our trees - By saving Canberra from ever more sprawl and infill overdevelopment we are the only party with 
a sustainable plan to protect our trees and green space. 

(*By withdrawing the ACT and its government agencies from proactive rapid population growth policies, and taking a 
more neutral position. See Policies below). 
 
But we don't just focus on overdevelopment, rates and trees... We have released a range of ACT-specific policies 
including Economy & Jobs, Energy, Environment, Gambling, Housing, Planning, Public Service, Rates, Community 
Councils. 
Further details here: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the 
electorate during my term in office. (No more than 200 words in 8 pt arial font, ) 
 
Sustainable Australia outlines important community consultations in our Policy platform, outlined here: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act 
 
We appreciate the good work of community organizations like CAPaD and if elected would seek feedback and input 
from CAPaD on our democratic processes. Rather than follow the specific CAPaD charter, we have developed our own 
significant policy framework that is underpinned by greater community consultation, transparent governance and  
participation through more transparent reporting of political lobbying and all financial contributions, and citizen initiated 
referenda or plebiscites 
Also see: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/security_privacy_governance/ 
 
 
Signed John Haydon                                     Date 07/10/16 
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Oliver Tye Sustainable Australia Candidate for Kurrajong (CS) 

http://www.votesustainable.org.au/candidates/ 

My name is John Haydon and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
Kurrajong. As president of the party, this statement covers all 10 of our candidates. 
 
I am endorsed to represent SUSTAINABLE AUSTRALI A (ACT)  
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian. (No more than 200 words – in 8pt Arial font) 
 
Please see background of all 10 candidates here: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/candidates/ 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents 
and towards which I will be working on their behalf. (no more than 200 words – in 8 pt Arial font) 
 
Established in 2010 from the political centre, Sustainable Australia is aims to secure an economically, environmentally 
and socially sustainable Australia. 
 
In the 2016 ACT election our focus is to: 
4. Save Canberra from overdevelopment - We will provide for proper community consultation in all development 

applications across the ACT. 
5. Lower rates - By slowing population growth*, we relieve the ACT of the need to build and/or retro-fit so much 

budget-breaking complex infrastructure - like ever more trams, hospitals and schools. This budget relief will 
achieve lower rates than would otherwise be the case. 

6. Protect our trees - By saving Canberra from ever more sprawl and infill overdevelopment we are the only party with 
a sustainable plan to protect our trees and green space. 

(*By withdrawing the ACT and its government agencies from proactive rapid population growth policies, and taking a 
more neutral position. See Policies below). 
 
But we don't just focus on overdevelopment, rates and trees... We have released a range of ACT-specific policies 
including Economy & Jobs, Energy, Environment, Gambling, Housing, Planning, Public Service, Rates, Community 
Councils. 
 
Further details here: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act 
 
 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the 
electorate during my term in office. (No more than 200 words in 8 pt arial font, ) 
 
Sustainable Australia outlines important community consultations in our Policy platform, outlined here: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/act 
 
We appreciate the good work of community organizations like CAPaD and if elected would seek feedback and input 
from CAPaD on our democratic processes. Rather than follow the specific CAPaD charter, we have developed our own 
significant policy framework that is underpinned by greater community consultation, transparent governance and  
participation through more transparent reporting of political lobbying and all financial contributions, and citizen initiated 
referenda or plebiscites 
Also see: 
http://www.votesustainable.org.au/security_privacy_governance/ 
 
 
Signed John Haydon                                     Date 07/10/16 
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8. UNGROUPED CANDIDATES FOR KURRAJONG 

Marea Fatseas Independent candidate for Kurrajong (CS) 
 

 www.mareafatseas.com 

  
 

Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD) 
www.canberra-alliance.org.au  

!
Candidate Statement   

 
My name is Marea Fatseas and I am an Independent candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
Kurrajong.  
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian. (No more than 200 words – in 8pt Arial font) 
I have a strong track record of volunteering in the community: 
• President of Yarralumla Residents Association 2012-2015, and committee member 2010-2016 
• Member of Inner South Canberra Community Council committee 2010-2016 
• Member of sustainability task force, Canberra Business Chamber, 2013-2016 
• Member of interim board, SolarShare, Canberra’s community solar farm, 2013-2016 
• Volunteer tutor with Barnardos, 2007-2015 
• Member, SEE-Change Inner South, 2010 - to date 
• Co-founder and Director of online sustainability portal http://www.climatexchange.org.au, 2009 – to date 
 
I have private and public sector experience. I have run my company Ideas Connect since 2006 to pursue my passion for connecting people and 
ideas to support innovation. Prior to that, I was a Commonwealth public servant working on diverse policy issues, including innovation, research, 
science, education, immigration, and ethnic affairs. 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf. (no more than 200 words – in 8 pt Arial font) 
As an Independent, I would focus my efforts in the forthcoming term of the Legislative Assembly on: 

• Better urban planning with more meaningful community engagement 
• Independent review of light rail and other rapid transport options and costs 
• Greater protection of community amenities and public open space 
• Respect for Canberra’s heritage and role as the nation’s capital 
• A ban on developer donations to political parties and candidates 
• Appointment of an independent Integrity Commissioner 
• A more diverse economy powered by renewables 

 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. i.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office. (No more than 200 words in 8 pt arial font) 
 
I have extensive experience as past President of the Yarralumla Residents Association engaging with my community (for example in relation to the 
Brickworks development), using a range of approaches including town hall style meetings, kitchen table conversation, working groups, regular e-
newsletters and hardcopy newsletters, social and traditional media, petitions, face to face meetings, and collaboration with like-minded groups. 

This highlights the importance of engaging with the community from the beginning on an issue, and at different stages of the decision-making 
process, and with a range of approaches. I will use this diversity of approaches if elected to the Legislative Assembly. I look forward to trialling other 
approaches as well, including deliberative approaches, and then evaluating those approaches to see if they could be improved. 

I will support community engagement approaches consistent with the core values of the Quality Assurance Standard for Community and Stakeholder 
Engagement (p25, developed by the International Association for Public Participation (https://www.iap2.org.au/documents/item/391), especially: 
• The right of those who are affected by decisions to be involved in the decision-making process. 
• The promise that the public’s contribution will influence the decision. 
• The importance of input from participants in designing how they participate. 
• The provision to participants of information they need to participate in a meaningful way. 
• Communication to participants about how their input affected the decision. 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them and show any amendments in italics and underline them) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an elected representative of the 
people of the ACT. 
  
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public and private in line with ACT 
electoral laws.* 
  
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to uphold the Australian value of 
“a fair go for all”.  
 
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
  
5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) ahead of personal interests. 
 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of the the ACT and the ACT 
Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 

Signed                                                      Date: 12 September 2016 
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Jeff	  Isaacs	  Animal	  Justice	  Party	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  	  
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Peter	  Robinson	  Independent	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  

  http://www.paerobin.com 
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Graham	  Strachan	  Independent	  Candidate	  for	  Kurrajong	  (CS)	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Graeme Strachan and I am a candidate for the ACT Legislative Assembly in the electorate of  
Kurrajong  
I am Independent  
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian. 
 
I am running as an independent candidate for the electorate of Kurrajong in the ACT 2016 elections. I have been a Canberra resident for 16 years 
and I reside in the electorate. I have more than 30 years’ experience in business management, both in small and medium enterprises within the 
hospitality industry. I moved to Canberra to study Commerce and Law at the Australian National University. 
  
I am a proud ballet and netball dad to my 9-year-old daughter Elise, who is a fourth generation Canberran. Elise was the Canberra Centenary Girl 
who blew out the candles on Canberra’s 100th birthday cake. 
 
I am truly independent and not bound by party ties to vote for policies I disagree with. However, I am free to support policies that I feel are in the best 
interests of my community. I will work constructively across the Assembly to bring positive change for Canberra. Too often the community is 
disadvantaged because the policies of factions and extreme wings of the established parties are implemented, without merit, just to placate factions. 
 
Let's work together to keep Canberra the most liveable city in Australia. 
 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of all my constituents and towards which I will be 
working on their behalf.  
 

• Bringing the Supercars back to Canberra. 
• Redevelopment of Public Housing properties – The “salt and pepper approach” is needed to prevent having enclaves simply transferred 

from one place to another. 
• Ensure the 10% quota within redeveloped public housing is adhered to. 
• Law and Order – focus on reducing violent crime, give our police the resources they need. 
• Ensure improvements to the National Arboretum to broaden its utility- i.e. cycling, picnics, open air concerts, fun-runs. 
• Recycling bins in all Public Housing and Government Properties. 
• Focus on Municipal issues. 
• Eliminate duplication and wastage 
• Support 100% renewable energy by 2020. 
• Being available to Constituents to discuss issues 
• Driver education for schools 

 
If elected, this is how I plan to represent my constituents. I.e. how I will engage with, consult and report to the electorate during my term in 
office.  
As an elected official it should be mandatory to be available to constituents for interview. Our current MLA’s have a “no-interview” policy and it is 
virtually impossible to gain an interview. I pledge to be available to my electors and community to listen to their issue and be their voice in the 
Assembly.  I will conduct regular dialogue and consistently update my electorate through electronic and other means throughout the course of my 
term. Not just when an election is due. I want Kurrajong to know what is really going on in the Assembly, not just what the Big Parties Spin Doctors 
would have you believe. 
 
I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (NB If you are uncomfortable with the wording in any these 
statements, please amend them and show any amendments in italics and underline them) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Canberra and be honest in all aspects of my work as an elected representative of the 
people of the ACT. 
  
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public and private in line with ACT 
electoral laws. * 
  
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to uphold the Australian value of 
“a fair go for all”.  
 
4. I will promote and support participatory and deliberative methods for policy, planning and legislative decisions. 
  
5. I will place the public interest (the welfare and wellbeing of the community as a whole and the integrity of the planet) ahead of personal interests. 
 
6. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the people of the ACT and the ACT 
Legislative Assembly in my role as an elected representative. 
 
Signed Graeme Strachan                                     Date 23/09/2016 



Authorised by Prof Bob Douglas on behalf of Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy 32	  

 
 

 

 

 

	  


